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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Adds the sale of certain items to the definition of “farm 
operation”.  Prohibits any local government from passing any local ordinance directed at 
persons, property, farm operations or activity on land zoned agricultural that seeks to restrict the 
free exercise of rights guaranteed by the United States and Tennessee Constitutions.  Declares 
that any county, official, or employee who violates this act shall be liable to the aggrieved 
persons in an amount equal to the total amount of fines and penalties that the county seeks to 
impost on such persons, plus attorney fees incurred.  Holds officials and employees personally 
liable; such individuals are not protected by sovereign immunity or by the Tennessee 
Governmental Tort Liability Act.   
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Increase Local Expenditures – Exceeds $10,000*    
 
 Assumption: 

 

• The fiscal impact of this bill to local government is dependent upon several unknown 
factors such as: the number of ordinances a local government will propose; the extent of 
property, farm operations, or activity on land zoned agricultural; the number of 
ordinances that will pass; and the amount of any fines, penalties, and attorneys fees 
which are assessed.  Given the extent of unknown factors, the fiscal impact of this bill to 
local governments is difficult to determine.  However, the recurring increase in local 
government expenditures is reasonably estimated to exceed $10,000 statewide.   

 
*Article II, Section 24 of the Tennessee Constitution provides that:  no law of general application shall impose increased 
expenditure requirements on cities or counties unless the General Assembly shall provide that the state share in the cost. 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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